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Duration: 2 hours and 20 minutes

A. INTRODUCTION

The learning environment plays a very important
role in creating a happy learning atmosphere. A

conducive environment can improve students’
active participation and the effectiveness of j
teaching. That is why we need to review the
learning environment. The learning environment
in a classroom includes the physical conditions
of the classroom (temperature, hygiene, air cir-

culation, interior design, etc), the arrangement of

A student making a class display

the classroom, its management and use of learn-
ing resources. For this activity discussion will focus on the use of learning resources, the
arrangement of the students and displays of student work.

B. OBJECTIVES

After this activity, the participants are expected to be able to:

*  Use a variety of learning resources including the natural and social environments
*  Arrange the students in a variety of ways dependant on the kind of learning activity
* Describe the characteristics of a good display and how it can be used as a learning

resource.
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C. MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

Worksheet of learning

Worksheet on the arrangement of students

Worksheet on displays

resources

Manila Paper, Board Marker and Paper.

D. ACTIVITY STEPS

Group |
Discussion of

he uses of various

available in and
around schools

and the discussion
of the three topics

Explanation
of the tasks

W

Group 2
Designing various

arrangements

of furniture and

cussion of the use

of various kinds
of student organization

20 minupes

on

Discussion
of worksheet
classroom display

30 minucas

3 4
Exchange —& | Reporton
of Information discussions
A0 minucas 20 minuves

Note: The topic of each group can be changed according to local needs.

The activities are as follows:

I. Explanation of Assignment (20 minutes)

The facilitator explains the importance of an attractive and conducive learning environ-

ment to support students’ learning. There are many aspects of the classroom environ-

ment, but this unit only discusses three of them as follows:

The use a variety of learning resources

Flexible student management

Classroom displays
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The facilitator explains the three assignments to be discussed by the participants:

a) Use of Learning Resources: In general, use of learning resources is generally limited
to the teacher and textbooks, whereas there are many other learning resources both
inside and outside classrooms, among other things: real objects, posters and the natu-
ral and social environments. Write down on the worksheet a variety of learning re-
sources and how they can be used to teach various subjects. There is an example of a

worksheet that has already been filled out.

b) Student Management: At present most classrooms are arranged traditionally. Stu-
dents sit in rows and they devote most of their time to listening to their teachers. In
Active, Creative, Joyful and Effective Learning (PAKEM), student activities are orga-
nized in a variety ways, including group, individual and whole class work. The tasks of

this group are to:

* Make various furniture arrangements to support the management of a variety stu-

dents’ activities

*  Write down which activities are appropriate for each different type of organiza-

tion: whole class, group and individual work.
c) Classroom Display: This group will discuss a worksheet about classroom display.

* Look at a display of student work to get an idea of ways it could be made use of.

2. Discussion of the Topics in Groups (60 minutes)

The participants are divided into three large groups. The groups will discuss the follow-
ing:

a) the use of learning resources

b) student organization and management

c) classroom display

The participants in the groups first discuss their worksheets in pairs for 30 minutes. In
the second 30 minutes, the participants compare and combine their results and write

them on manila card to be reported to the other groups.

3. Exchange of Information (30 minutes)

The results of the group work as a result of the discussion of the topics should be
displayed. Then the groups visit each other and exchange information and give comments
on the displays.
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4. Report of the discussions (20 minutes)

This discussion is conducted in a plenary session. Each group presents their results to
be commented by the other groups. Based on the comments the results should be re-

fined and given out to all groups.
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E. MATERIALS FOR THE PARTICIPANTS

a) Worksheet: Use of Learning Resources

In general, learning resources are currently limited to the teacher and textbooks,
whereas actually there are many other learning resources both inside and outside
classrooms, for example: real objects, posters as well as the natural and social envi-
ronments. Write on the available worksheets a variety of learning resources and

how they can be used for various subjects. Below is an example of the worksheet:

Learning Resources Activities

Mango Tree Observing, drawing, describing the functions of each
part of the mango tree

Using leaves as teaching aid for doing addition
Counting the area of a leaf by using squared paper
Observing and describing a mango tree

Etc.
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b) Worksheet: Student Organization and Management

Student Organization and Management: At present most classrooms are arranged in
rows. Students sit rows and they spend most of their time listening to their teachers. In Ac-
tive, Creative, Joyful and Effective Learning (PAKEM), student activities are managed in vari-
ous ways, including group, individual and whole class work. The tasks of this group are to:

(i) Draw up a variety of furniture arrangements which support the various kinds of
organization of students’ activities
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Example of furniture arrangement for 40 students which is commonly used in class-
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Example of furniture arrangements for 40 students which supports the management

of a variety of student activities
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