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UNIT 2 :

DEVELOPMENT and USE
of SCHOOL LIBRARIES and
READING CORNERS

Duration: 2 hours and 30 minutes

A. Introduction

In the information era the students need
to develop a reading culture and habits and
the ability to search for and use informa-
tion early in their school life. Information
skills are assets needed by students in the
modern and competitive world. Those who
are most likely to succeed are those who
are in control of information.

One of the effective ways to promote the
students’ habits of reading and finding in-
formation is by improving the use of school
libraries and reading corners. In many
schools findings indicates that the school libraries are not well used for finding information,
educating, research and recreation. The difficulties faced by schools include a lack of interest
in reading by students, the lack of library facilities, insufficient numbers and variety of books
and a lack of skilled librarians.
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B. Objectives

After completing this unit, participants are expected to be able to:

1. Promote students’ interest in reading in order to develop students’ information skills
and learning independency

2. Increase the use of the library
3. Improve the quality of lessons by using the library/reading corner as learning resources
4. Increase the number and variety of books in libraries.

C. Instruments and Materials

1. Library books (text books, reference books, reading books)
2. Story books
3. Photocopies of articles and short stories sufficient for all the participants
4. Printed media, electronic media.

D. Activity Steps

 1 
Brief introduction 
and discussion on 

reading interest and 
methods to 
promote it  

(10 minutes) 
 

 
3 

Presentations 
by Resource 

Persons 
(25 minutes) 

2 
Discussion on the 
problems faced by 

schools in managing 
and using libraries  

(25 minutes) 

4 
Exploring ideas/activities for  
• use of school 

5 

Preparation of Follow 
Up Plans and Success 

Indicators  
(15 minutes) 
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Notes:

1. Introduction (10 minutes)

General discussion on students’ reading interest, for example:  the importance of reading
habits, influence of family background on the development of reading interest, the impor-
tance of the library and reading corner in developing students’ reading habits. Slides 1, 2, 3,
4, 5.

2. Discussion on problems of managing and using libraries/reading corners
(25 minutes)

a) Discussion in groups (3-4 persons) on the problems of managing and developing
school libraries/reading corners and how to address such problems. Slide 6

b) The groups display the results of the discussion and provide responses and feedback
to other groups.

3. Listening to a resource person and question & answer session (25 minutes)
a) A resource persons tells of their experiences in promoting students’ reading interest

and in using libraries and reading corners as learning sources.

b) Discussion to compare the experiences of the resource person and the conditions in
the participants’ classes and schools.

4. Exploring ideas/activities for using and managing libraries/reading corners
(55 minutes)

The participants are divided into groups of 3 or 4 based on subjects. Each group discusses
the following matters:

a) Development of lessons related to the use of libraries/reading corners.

b) Activities to promote the use of books and interest in reading, for example: silent
reading, story telling competition, synopsis writing and making reading journal (refer to
attachment).

The participants display the results of their discussions. Each group gives their re-
sponses and comments.

c) Practice in reading stories to students and talking about follow up activities.  Alterna-
tive: a facilitator tells a story or reads a books in an interesting and exciting way.
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5. Silent Reading Practice (20 minutes)

• The facilitators practice silent reading.  The participants are provided with reading
materials and told to read them silently for 3 minutes.

• The facilitators show them that silent reading is a form of activity for making use of
libraries and reading corners that may promote students’ reading interest and habits.
During the practice the facilitators must also read to serve as a model.

• The participants discuss activities that may serve as follow up to the silent reading and
story telling activities.

• The facilitators give examples of follow up activities to supplement the ideas of the
participants. Slide 8

6. Follow Up Plan (30 minutes)

To follow up the training, each school needs to prepare a realistic plan that can be imple-
mented immediately. It is intended to improve the condition of and promote the use of
school libraries and reading corners. It is necessary to monitor the success achieved in the
improvement of conditions and the promotion of school library and reading corner use
by using clear indicators. Slide 9

Monitoring should be performed by supervisors and the District Education Office and
Ministry of Religious Affairs.
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Material for Facilitators

Story Telling

One of the activities that may promote students’ reading interest is story telling by the teacher
while the students listen carefully. By reading in an interesting way, teachers can liven up the
stories or information books. The listening experience may show to students that there are
interesting or important things in books. This activity is very important especially for children
from families who do not have an established reading culture.

Implementation

Preparation

• Teachers select books/stories that are useful and interesting to read because of their
moral, literary and/or esthetic values and relevance to the students’ conditions, etc. In
selecting the material teachers should consider the students’ choices or suggestions.

• Teachers prepare themselves by reading the stories/books first and marking the parts
that need emphasis and illustration and the pauses for questions and answers, etc.

Implementation

• Before starting the activity, the teacher may fill in the students’ background knowledge
about matters related to the story  by asking  brief questions about the author,  guess-
ing the content of the book based on the cover and title, event setting, pictures, etc.

• Do not read too fast. If possible, use different tones for different characters.

• Pauses are needed to make students who are listening even more involved. They
could be asked for comments on the events in the reading or to guess what will
happen based on the information/parts of the story that have been read, etc.  Stu-
dents’ attention may also be directed to interesting/unique expressions used by the
author. Matters related to moral conflicts may also be brought up to teach morality in
a more interactive way rather then by lecturing.

• There should not be too many pauses/questions because they can interrupt the story
and the enjoyment of listening.

• In telling stories, meanings are not only conveyed through the teacher’s voice but also
gestures and facial expressions. Therefore, teachers should maximize the use of the
voice, facial expressions and gestures to convey the content of a story.
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• During the reading pay attention to students’ faces to observe their reaction and
involvement. Empty and uninterested faces as well as a noisy class are the indicators
that their minds are not engaged. If there are only some students showing a lack of
attention, those students may be ask to give comments on the story in order to bring
back their attention. If almost all members of a class demonstrate their disinterest, the
teacher should improve their story telling method or the book may not be appropri-
ate.

• If a story is too long, it can be stopped to be continued next time (for example 10
minutes in the morning before the lessons or 10 minutes in the afternoon before the
end of school hours).

Material for facilitators

USSR (Uninterrupted Sustained Silent Reading)

This activity is basically intended for giving students a set time to read at school and to pro-
vide opportunities for students to enjoy reading. In silent reading students are given a cer-
tain period of time, for example 10 or 30 minutes (depending on their age and school condi-
tions) to enjoy themselves in quality reading time without any interruptions.

The objectives of this program are to promote reading habits and to foster reading culture,
for example, building concentration and developing reading competence and fluency through
a programmed fun reading activity.

This program is implemented everyday in many countries, such as US, Australia, England,
Singapore, Malaysiaand Brunei and under many different names, such as SURF (Sustained Un-
interrupted Reading for Fun), DEAR (Drop Everything and Read), Book Flood, etc. An Islamic
School in Blitar calls it Iqro’ Time and a Primary School in Malang calls it ‘Membaca, Yes!’  (Reading,
Yes!).

Preparation

• Schools and school committees must agree on the importance of this program.
• Funds for routine additions to and updates of the school library collection must be

included in the School Budget

• Each class should have class library. How?

- Each student donates/lends one of his/her favorite books
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- Class treasury - each student donates one hundred rupiah each day to purchase a
class collection.

- Exchange of collections.
- ………………..

• Schools determine the duration, frequency and time for the implementation.  To estab-
lish a routine, the program should have a consistent schedule, for example everyday
after the second break.

• In order to create a strong reading atmosphere, each class should implement the
program at the same time. Therefore, if the program is implemented at the same time,
the school will be silent because all everyone, students, teachers and even the princi-
pal are reading.

• Teachers and principals should participate in the reading activity to act as effective
models.

• The program may be given a special name that is attractive to students. They can be
given the task of naming the program, such as: Program Membaca .. oye! (Reading
Program..oye!); Membaca … Yes! (Reading...Yes!); Membaca itu Enak dan Perlu – MEP
(Reading is Pleasant and Necessary), Membaca itu asyik (Reading is Fun); Membaca …
rek! (Reading...guys!); etc.

• Do not do any additional activities that may disrupt enjoyment during independent
reading.

Class implementation

• Each student is ready with the reading material/book to be read
• Teachers give a signal that the silent reading activity is beginning
• All activities other than reading are stopped and teachers and students read together

(If applicable, students may choose to read on a chair, carpet, mat, floor, etc.)
• There should be no sound or activity during the reading activity
• After 30 minutes, (depending on the designated duration), teachers give a signal that

the activity is finished. The signal could be an alarm or the teachers’ voice
• Students write on their ‘reading journal’ the date, title, number of pages read and brief

comments.
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Reading journal

• During the Indonesian language lessons, students may be asked to write more de-
scriptive and reflective comments after finishing a book.

• After the reading activity is finished, teachers should continue to the next lesson,
which may “have no relation” to the reading activity.




